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DOUGLASS-DEBS DINNER
CELEBRATED AT PASCHAL'S
By Milt Tambor

n November 7 Metro Atlanta DSA hosted its Third

Annual DouglasPebs Dinner at Paschal's Restaurant.

Approximately 125 people attended. Rekempton
Haynes opened with a moving and heartfelt invocation.

Milt Tambor

Kempton Haynes

Shortly afterwards, two billionaire bankers crashed the party.
They moved from table to table whining and appealing for
more bailout money. Fortunately, an activist bearing a
suspicious resembhce to Michael Moore stepped forward
and made a citizen's arrest. The bankers were charged and
F2dzyR 3JdzAft e 2F LINBRI G2NE
monies.The comic skit, written and acted by Bob Wohlhueter

Bob Wohlheuter

Judy lhueer & Henry Kahn
with Dale Stratford as camera crew and ti@éng Billionaires

for Bailouts Judy Wohlhueter and Henry Kahn, received rave
reviews. By popular demand the troupe may return next year.

State Senator Nan Orrock's memorial tribute honoring
James Paschal was most timely and lent a sense of history to
the evening. Her presentation to Judy Pierce, a cousin of
WFEYSas KAIFKEAIKGSR GKS t aoOKlI
role in "nourishing" e civil rights movement. In the 60's, civil
rights activists and leaders discussed, strategized and planned
to go to jail at Paschal's.

Dr Elaine Bernardsxecutive Director of Harvard's Labor
and Worklife Program, delivered a stirring keynote address.

Elaine Bernard

Nan Orrock & Judy Pierce

She noted in particular the valuable contribution that
socialists and progressives could make in shifting the political
discourse and policy debates to thdtle

Awards were then presented to Bill Brennan and .Rev
Tim McDonald. State Senator Vincent Fort listed Bill
Brennan's many accomplishments as an advocate for the
rights of poor and minority consumers and as a nhational
authority on the subprime meltdown and its impact on
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Charlie Flemming Niki McDonald

African American and elderly homeowseiThe award to Rev
McDonald was given to his daughter Niki, a practicing
attorney, by Charlie Flemming. Describing RéeDonald's
preeminent leadership in Atlanta's progressive community,
Charlie cited the pastor's work with ABLE, Concerned Black
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end of the program led by Craig Rafuse and assisted by Jorge
A.Lawton and Bob Goodman provided just the right finishing
touch to the evening.

As in the past, organized labor played a significafg ro
in supporting the Douglad3ebs Dinner by purchasing ads
and tickets. Special thanks to Richard Ray and the Georgia
State AFHCIO, AtlanteNorth Georgia Labor Council, Coalition
of Black Trade Unionists, CWA 3204, CWA 3250, ATU Local
732 and UFCW 199Blany of those in attendance had come
to the previous two dinnerdt could mean that the Annual
DouglassDebs Dinner may be emerging as an ongoing
tradition for Atlanta's progressive communitd.

REPORT FROM THE NATIONAL
DSA CONVENTION
By BaPobiE yK S NA Q

I ive Metro Atlanta DSA members served as delegates to

FYR GKS NBa&adl dzNJ vy

our biennial national convention this year, held in

Evanston, lllinois in mitdlovember: Jess Bowling,
Barbara Joye, Barbara Landay, Milt Tambor and Jérge
Lawton We had one of the largest delegatiodter Chicago,
New York City and Detroit. In fact, the Atlanta local is
considered a model, both for successfully founding and
sustaining an active group over the past three years and for
our work in spearheading the Atlanta Fighting Foreclosure
Coalition Consequently, Milt and Barbara Joye were chosen
to facilitate a workshop on organizing around the foreclosure
ONRAAA&XE FYR . I NDBFENI W2&S8S ot
Committee) helped facilitate a workshop on giag locals.
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Frank Llewellyn

Bill Fletcher Jr.



All of the 82 delegates who gathered in Evanston were
Ot SINIe& SySNEHAT SR o6& G2RI&Q3
dangers and opportunitiesAs NYC delegate Chris Maisano
GNRGSE a¢KS SO2y2YAO ONRAAaA
over the last yeahas given the Left an opening to organize
for its vision of egalitarian social reconstruction, but it has
Ffa2 3IAGSY (GKS LIRLzZ Aad wiaIKi
fears and anxieties to organize for its own brand of radical
politics, which looks mear irrational and potentially
S OK RI & d¢
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Michelle Rossi Itzhak Epstein
The convention passed an important resolution
2dzif AYAy3 LINA2NRGASE G2 3JdzAR

years, aimed primarily at the economic crisis, as well as
others addressing creation of jobs to meebcg&al needs;
ending the U.S. trade deficit and raising wages in low income
countries; reindustrializing the U.S.; the attacks on ACORN;
and some organizational issues. All are posted on
www.dsausa.org

9$3!8A00 Fatou Camara
The convention also celebrated an infusion of new
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report on www.dsausa.org for more details.) Staff Youth
Organizer Eric Rosenberg and YDS activist Tatiana Guerrero
(NJ) reported on, 5{ Q& YIlye& | O02YLJ} A&
past two years, notably development of a fiyear strategic
plan to increase their number of campus chapters and
increase the socialist commitment of their activist base, plus
develop regional structures. YDS alreaduys produced an
excellent newsletter, blog and organizing manual, and has
launched a national coalitiechased campaign for free higher
education.MA-DSA delegate Jess Bowling says that he hopes
to organize a youth event for our local.

Executive DirectoFrank Llewelyn reported that more
people of all ages are seeking DSA out on their own initiative
through the website or by calling the office. Membership has
grown 30 percent since 2005, to over 6,000 members. As San
5A53204 | SNDb
for many. But to really have an impact on American politics
and policy and to bring in resources that our understaffed
organization desperately needs, the delegates agreed to
aggressively sign up many more new dpaying members
andto engage in concerted fundiising. David Knuttunen of
.2alt2yzr GKS 2dzi3zay3
Committee, argued that there are only subjective reasons
why DSA cannot develop over the next several years into a
strong, seHfinanced organiation of20,000 members.

The plenary sessions were outstanding, although we
lamented the absence of labor advocate and DSA member
Elaine Bernard, who was unable to attend due to a temporary
health problem.MA-DSA was fortunate to have heard her
dynamic preentation to our DouglasBebs Dinner the
preceding week.

I Wk ySt 2y a2KIFIG Aa G2 oS
Committee members Theresa Alt (lthaca), Michael Hirsch
(NYC), and Joe Schwartz (Philadelphia) highlighted some
issues and tactics not mentiondsy the priorities resolution
(such as the environment and solidarity economics), as well
as the necessity for a global socialist movement to bring

MY FIRST DSA CONVENTION
By Barbara Landay

Attending my first DSA corention was a great
experience.lt was reallyfun being with a group of like
minded folks. Many isues and ideas ranging from the
solidarity economy,how to deal with the media and
new economic bill of rights wee discussed and
presented. In addition, | learned about the struggles
and successes of other localsOverall 1 would
recommend attending a DS€onventionto others.
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Barbara Landay & Barbara Joye

about and defend any truly progressive reforms. Hirsch
NEYAYRSR dza G(KFG S@Sy (GBS 0S5
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continue. Schwartz stressed that this means action, not just
talk, for example around the imminent retirement crisiad

the emerging social movement to resist foreclosures and to
fight gate budget cutbacks. Schwartz also emphasittes

need to make taxes in this country truly progressive and raise
Jft20ltf fAGAY3I aldlyRINRADP a¢KSE
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the panel Atlantadelegate Barbara Landay remembers DL
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In addition to passing a small group of significant
resolutions, the convention as a whole focused on developing
the basis for effectiveaction and public education. Several
workshops addressed organizational issues such as how to
start a local; how to talk about socialism in public these days;
how to build a local, especially by creating space for YDS
AN} RdzF §Sa FyR 20KSNI6TyES o K2yBR (
coalitions while maintaining a socialist identity; and media
relations. Issue workshops continued discussion of real
universal health care, building a revitalized labor movement,
and responding to the fiscal crisis of the state.

To address some of the issues highlighted by the

{ K2aNB2 yLIddiK S (123 SyapRideiles [e3diahsd the convention adopted an ambitious
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Detroit, June 2010. A readefriendly flier is in the works,
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Bill Fletcher, Jr., and Kim Bobo. Meyerson, aeogolumnist

for the Washington Postand longtime ViceChair of DSA,
explored he lay of the political land and offered his take on
G§KS hol Yl FRYAYA&(GNI #Ha arguadi
that cutbacks in state budgets had eviscerated much of the
stimulatory effect of federal spending initiatives and called
fora furthey dedegab aidjo. sharex Yo state tands UGN ¢
finances. Fletcher, author oSolidarity Divideénd a veteran
labor activist (who spoke at our public rally during the 2007
convention in Atlanta), analyzed the political and
psychological profile of the new righting populism and
forcefully argued for the need tobuild a multiracial,
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http://www.dsausa.org/

anti-racist coalition that wouldremain engaged in the
political struggles of the day. Bobo, authorWfge Theft in
America and the founder of Interfaith Worker Justice,
channeled the spit of the prophet Nehemiah to preach a
vision of social reconstruction in the United States that ended
with redistribution of wealth and power. Her exhortation of

G/ Fy L 3ASG Iy FYSYy OoNRGKSNA |
the crowd to its feet.
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(Chicago), John Cameron (AFSCME), and Michele Rossi (NPC
East Bay) continuing the theme of crisis in the U.S. and global
capitalisn and our fight for equality. They highlighted the
need to rein in the financial sector; establish a permanent
jobs program and a national industrial policy; defend public
services; and address gender, class and racial inequality
through a revived publicestor. Barclay, along with a group of
Chicago activists and social scientists, is developing a national
full employment project that DSA will incorporate into its
economic justice project.

Ad-hoc sessions brought together delegates interested
in reviving he Religion and Socialism Commission, promoting
I aaz2ft ARFNRGE SO2y2Yeéxé | yR N
AdaadzSa FyR 5{! Qa AYGSNYI GAZ2Y]
brought together the many delegates active in, or in support
of, organized laborThe recently reconstituted labor network
Llddzof AakKSa |y SEOSttSyidz TFNBI
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of DSA labor movement activists.

Benefit Party for the Foreclosure Five

A party to raise funds for the Foreclosure Five Defense
Fund will be held at 7 pm on Friday, January 22, at thg
Communication Workers of America Local 3204 Hall on
279 Logan Street. Admission: $10.

The Foreclosure Fie were arrested on August 31
for refusing to leave a Wells Fargo branch office in Eag
Point until a bank official would meet and hear the
demands of the Atlanta Fighting Foreclosure Coalition
Those arrested included: Reginald Eaves, Charli
Flemming, Sate Senator Vincent Fort, Dianne
Mathiowitz and Milt Tambor. The case of criminal
trespass was moved from East Point to Fulton County
after the five defendants continued to enter a "not
guilty" plea rather than plead guilty to a lesser charge.
As yet, no @te has been set for the hearing. The
monies raised will go toward the defense provided by
"Peoples' Attorney" Brian Spears at the hearing and 4
possible trial.
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The dynamic reggae band,-Tegrity, will perform.
It will be a jamming party for a good cause. If you can'
come to the benefitbut would like to make a
contribution to the fund, send checks payable to Brian
Spears with the notation "Foreclosure Five Defese" and
mail to: Brian Spears, 1126 Ponce Deleon Avenu
Atlanta GA 30326. ¥

Those of us who attended hope that many more of you
will considergoing to the next national convention in 2011,
whether as a delegate or observer. It was an inspiring
weekend¢ almost as much as in 2007, when we hosted the
convention in Atlantak

SAVE HOMES, MODIFY LOANS!
By Milt Tambor

he message on the signs atite chant from 20 people

picketing the Bank of America on December -22

including two Atlanta Legal Aid Society (ALAS) clients
facing foreclosure and eviction during the holiday season
O2dzA R y2i KI @S 0SSy I|ye
The taget and the location may have been different, but the
demands on the banks being made by the Atlanta Fighting
Foreclosure Coalition remained the same as in previous
demonstrations: (1) End predatory lending! (2) Declare a
moratorium on foreclosures! (3) &kt with the Coalition and
negotiate reasonable loan modifications so that Atlanta
homeowners can stay in their homes!

Formed in April 2009 following a community forum at
the First Iconium Baptist Church, the Fighting Foreclosure
Coalition now represents 14 member organizations: labor
unions; civil rights, civil liberties, human rights and peace and
justice groups; homeless shelters; and fdidsed
organizations. The Coalition -ohairs are: Charlie Flemming
(AtlantaNorth Georgia Labor Council), VincerdrtF(State
Senator), Barbara Joye (Metro Atlanta Democratic Socialists
of America), Dianne Mathiowitz (International Action Center),
Rev Tim McDonald (First Iconium Baptist Chuiciyy

-

Metro Atlanta DSA Activists
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Pellegrini (Georgia Rural Urban Summit), Eric Richardson
(Communicabn Workers of America Local 3204) and Milt
Tambor (Metro Atlanta Democratic socialists of America).

Since its formation, the Coalition has racked up some
notable achievements.

Following the arrest of five activists in East Poimt
August 31 (see sidebaiWells Fargo/Wachovia finally
consented to meet with the Coalition. In October the bank
pulled 1,000 homes off the auction list and reached
settlements with ALAS and ten of their clients after months of
stonewalling. At a hearing held by the Domestic idol
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Dennis Kucinich on Novemberir2 the State Capitol, the
presence of the Coalition was also felt. Both Senator Fort and
ALAS Home Defense Program Director Bill Brennan provided
important testimony about subprime loans and predatory
lending practices. Senator Fort described the Coalition's
efforts to put in place a moratorium on foreclosures and
implement loan modifications that would reduce loan
balances, lower interest rates, convert adjustabldesato
fixed rates and use reverse mortgages for senior citizens. Bill
Brennan graphically outlined the securitization process used
by banks to promote the packaging of spbme loans
targeting the elderly and minority and leimcome
communities.

The Coalition has adopted a twwong strategy aptly
described by a Boston community organizer as the "sword
YR GKS aKAStR®PE WSTFSNNI & G2
constitute the shieldThrusting the bankmito the glare of the
public eye by picketing and civil disobedience acts as the
sword. The effective mobilizations at Wells Fargo and Bank of
America can be directly attributed to a loyal brigade of
activists who are prepared tdemonstrateat a moment's
y20A0S® 22NR Kla |faz2z aLNBIR
Members havébeen contacted bwctivists from Tallahassee,
Boston, Columbus (Georgia) and Jobs with Justice.

As part of a nationwide anforeclosure movementthe
Atlanta Fighting Foreclosure Cadaih advocates progressive
solutions to the foreclosure crisis. The Coalitibews the
administration's Making Home Affordable program (MH&)
inadequate. While the program allows participants to pay
31% of their monthly income to stay in their homeslintits
eligibility to homeowners who are not "underwater," thereby
requiring the current home value to be at least equal to the



purchase price. The program lacks an enforcement
mechanism, fails to address predatory loan abuses and allows
for a trial peri@ before modifications can become
permanent. The end result is that only a very small number of
homeowners have benefited from the program. A more
comprehensive solution would involve the creation by
Congress of a Federal Home Mortgage Corporation. Such a
governmental agency could force lenders to negotiate the
terms of any mortgage that is "underwater" and set the loan
Fd GKS K2YSQ&a LINBanSoyiers Saprash (i &
meet the renegotiated mortgage payments, they should have
the right to stay in th& homes and pay a current fanalue

rent to the mortgage owner.

Contrary to the optimistic forecasts of some financial
analysts that the mortgage crisis has eased, the facts tell a
different story. TheNew York Timeseports that nearly one in
10 homeowners is at least one month behind in their
mortgage payment up from one in 14 a year ago. In Atlanta,
100,000 homes have gorterough foreclosures this past
year, with an average of 10,000 a month for the-ciinty
metropolitan area. So, the foreclosure fight must continue.

For the Coalition, future plans include organizing a
second public forum; participation in the US Social Forum in
Detroit June 226 with other antiforeclosure organizations;
and urging the stateattorney general and the Atlanta city
council to file suits against Wells Fargo for their racially
discriminatory lending practices (as Baltimore, Memphis, and
the state of lllinois have done). A major action involving the
National AHCIO officers is alsm the works. A breakfast
meeting in September with 200 labor andommunity
activists and top AFCIO officers- Richard Trumka, Arlene
Holt Baker and Liz Schulerlinked the foreclosure crisis to
the overall economic crisis facing American workers sed
the stage for this followup action. In the meantime, The
Coalition will continue to demand that Wells Fargo show us
how they are implementing loan modifications and to make
the same demands of Bank of America, Chase and other
mortgage banks. The Cdan has and will continue to work
with Rainbow PusHf you are interested in joining this effort
and wanting to be on the Coalition's email list, please contact
Milt Tambor at 778134628 or Barbara Joye at

Barbara@reejoyecom A

SOCIALIST EDUCATION CIRCLE
By Bob Caine
SN 'Gflydlr 5{! Qa
meet in December to discuss the bodklanta:
Race, Class and Urban Expangigri_arry Keating.
Keating addressed the group along with fellow chapter
member Anita Beaty, executive director of the Atlanta Task
Force for the Homeless. The meeting had the largest
attendance of any SEC gathering to date.

Keating talked about how desions in the Metro area
are made by business leaders and passed on to the political
leadership as accomplished facts. The placement of the
downtown expressway, urban redevelopment downtown,
MARTArouting and expansion, and Olympic Era planning all
followed this pattern. Several established black working class
neighborhoods were split up by roadways and displaced by
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stadium. They followed a pattern of taking public monies to
fund projects that benefit gvate business interests over a
more widespread public good.

Both Keating and Beaty cited the recent demolition of
public housing in the city of Atlanta to provide choice
inner-city land for commercial development. This also
dispersed many lovincomeminority people from the central
business area where they were more easily organized for
political action.

The next meeting of the SEC will be 3 p.m Sunday,
January 10, to discuss plans for the next reading and a May
Day event. A

LESSONS FROM CHINA
By Bd Wolheuter

Bob Wohlhueter is a member of DSA who worked for many years as
a biotechnologist at the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
in Atlanta. Since retirement, he has spent a year and a half as guest
professor at universities in China. dThirticle relatessome of his
experiences there.

:ZKFe 4K§)qg9, was the ﬂbanniversary of the brutal
9% siby 27 GKS GeAlyUdEyY
N\That event was uppermost in my mind as | walked across

| dzo SA | yYAGSNEAGE OF YLMzax KSI
well-established custom in China, where natives who want to
exerdse their English language skills get together a couple of
hours a week- in Hubei's case, in a picnic grove on campus.

Bob Wolheuter

Western news reports had warned me of Central
Government efforts to crack down on dissidents and
unreliable media in advance of thenwmiversary; | had
resolved to wait and see if any Chinese student would note
the event, and, if not, to raise the topic myself. One of the
egopleasures of an American teacher in China is the-stak
attention accorded to my appearances at the Corner| was
soon surrounded by a group of eager students.

L RARYyUO KIFE@S G2 6FAG f2y3
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grasp of Mandarin.) For the retwo hours we collectively
discussed the many facets of the question. Some of the
students hadn't a clue; their betteénformed colleagues were
glad to plug the gap; | added my perspective on the
movement and its suppression, including a rough re
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tank column.

Our discussion ranged freely from the events
themselves to speculation on the tankman's identity and fate,
to the victors' prerogative of writing history according to their
own lights. Another studentoted that even the vanquished
sometimes get a crack at #eriting, as with the Japanese
version of their invasion of Asian neighbors to liberate them
from the foreign devilg an historical sleight of hand that still
deeply offends the Chinese. The poimas not lost: the
rulers in Beijing seemed just as adept at phetmpping
history. As gratifying as the overt debate itself was the body
language; no furtive ovethe-shoulder looks to see if snitches
were taking notes or photos.

8 20K odar Ig’aﬁygmembeyﬂb % 2iftomioh é‘ngcgrﬁpl.flsf I

still recoil when a student, whose head | regard as being
screwed on right, casually tells me he's on his way to a Party
YSSiAay3y G2 KFGHK | 2 dzZUSNBS NK € t
Then, with about as much vigor as a candidate sohool
board talks of his Kiwanis Club membership, he brushes my
guestion aside with a dismissive observation that, after all, he
aspires to an academic career. Just being pragmatic.

Leaving the student cafeteria after lunch one day, a guy
stops me and asks if | have a little time to talk. Obligingly |
partake in some introductory chithat, but engage more
earnestly when he asks about my attitude toward
homosexuality. He trusts mes a foreigner, he says, and
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expresses his belief that America is far more advanced in gay
and lesbian rights than is China. Not for the first time in
China do | feel my tongue somewhat forked as | describe
approvingly U.S. advances in human rights ang dghts.
But in fact the difference is stark; we're in an entirely
different frame of referenceMy interlocutor, in his junior
year at university, is strictly closeted; not even his closest
friends and roommates are given an inkling. His Muslim,
Uighurfather is aware, but unsupportive; his Han mother is in
the dark. He contemplates marriage, hopefully to a similarly
covert lesbian prepared to maintain the illusion.

My socialist perspective leaves me uninformed,
unequipped to dal with the issue, beyond a humanitarian
impulse to befriend him¢ an impulse that brings its own
rewards in terms of an introduction to Xinjiang cuisine and to
a small circle of Uighurs at Hubei. My friend has become an
attentive reader of DSAtlanta.og, as witnessed by a
touching, if also culturally incongruous _epilogue in my email
02EX O2YLRA&ASR FFGSNI NBI RAya
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earnest concern lest confrontations with the Atlantalice
should end in my perdition behind the walls of some
anonymous prison. How do | explain that our local heroes
may be heroic within the local frame of reference, but pale
within a society where heroes are much in need and the
rewards of heroism moreustere?

So it is, that in exchange for teaching Chinese students a
few biotech concepts and some esoteric vocabulary, | am
taught the parochial limits of my own ideas. Lopsided maybe,
but exhilarating. A

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: POOR

PEOPLESG DAY, llRE&ES
By Carol Coney

KS /2t AGA2Y F2NJ |

the GA Coalition on Hunger and some 30 other

organizations statewide (including Metro Atlanta DSA),
gAft 2y0OS 3IFAYy LINRRdAzOS
February. Plannersna attendees hail from all corners of
Georgia, with especially good representation from
community organizers in Augusta, Americus, and metro
PGt ydroe 1 A3IKEATKGEGA 2F GKAA
legislative hearing on jobs, wages, and rebuilding our
communities throughout the state. The Georgia Black Caucus
YR GKS 22YSyQa /I dzOdza
Assembly that the coalition will be partnering with to produce
this legislative hearing, which will be open to the public.

As in prior yearsgt 22 NJ t S2LX S&aQ
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will open with registration at 9:30 AM, followed by a panel
discussion on key issues affecting the paad working poor
in Georgia. After the panel, there will be breakout sessions on
various topics, from the minimum wage campaign, to
foreclosures and homelessness, to healthcare and Grady, to
transportation challenges in metro Atlanta and elsewhere in
the a4 GS® ¢KSNB gAff 0S8 I
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to legislative officials who will be in session in the state House
and Senate. The venue for Education Day will be the office
space occupiedybthe Hunger Coalition and Project South, at
9 Gannon behind Carver High School.

CSoNXzt NB mmZ wnmn gAfft o685
the State Capitol. The event will kick off with a caravan of
flatbed trucks and cars sporting banners, all headed to the
Gold Dome where legislators will be in session. Anticipated
arrival time at the Capitol is 12:30 PM, at which time a rally
will take place featuring speakers from the Hunger Coalition,
the Atlanta Fighting Foreclosure Coalition, the Grady
Coalition, and dters. The major legislative hearing being co
produced by Coalition partners in conjunction with legislative
caucuses is tentatively scheduled for 1:00 PM. (The start time
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legislature.)A
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find out how you can participate or even volunteer, contact
Metro Atlanta DSA steering committee members Carol Coney
at 404756-8389 or Milt Tambor a7 70-313-4628

A TRIBUTE TO MARCIA FISHMAN
Lifelong Activist for Peace and Social Justice (19542009)
By Nancy Lenk

arcia was born in Detroit, Michigan on April 29,
1954, the eldest child of Margaret and Al Fishman.
Both her parents have a rich history in sdci

activism and antivar work. Her uncle,Milo Radulovich, an
Air Force Reserve lieutenant, was championed by-T3BS

FNEWSHAN EdVRrER. Mugrew. winen the rgilitagy {gp@qned40dzn.
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crackdown because he refused to denounce his father, who

subscribed to a  @&bian
YSsalLl LISNE YR KAA&
mother) for her politicalactivities.
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a political activist in Detroit.

Friends said that even in high
school Marcia had an advanced
worldview that led to a keen
analysis and pagm for
social justice

After attending the University
of Michigan in Ann Arbor, Marcia
went on to law school at Wayne
State University. She worked for a judge in Detroit before

Marcia Fishman

t S2 L) Sa moving 8 Aliantx in 4983 1© hecementh® Facend fe@alel K

lawyer hired by a labolaw firm.Before long Marcia began to
represent the National Tresary Employees Union (NTEU).

Gt 2 BhQwas Rlso an 8ctive mesnpeg ef theSNFEU/ siaf unigny a

local of the Communications Workers of America.

Ly GKS YAR w™ddon Ssistard koNtki2A |
regional director of the Service Employees International
URIon (DU Whed 2 Yebtrucirng &f thed upion loccurfeld @
and the Atlanta office was moved, she went to work with the
Teamsters for a Democratic Union. She later moved on to
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in Atlanta.Her heart was with SEIU though, and she returned
to the SEIU to train stewards and help people learn to

5| & é¢repgsent thempelyes @ workpace gsqies.
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the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Atlanta tarke

about different religions{ KS G221 aKSNJ {ARA&
services, synagogue, Catholic mass, Baptist service, and
mosques as an attempt to pand their horizons and
tolerance.She was active in her congregation and was on its
board of trustees as well as chief financial off|cer
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Southern Labor Archives and Department of Middle and
Secondary Education and Instructional Technology. It was an

online labor history curriculum designed for middle and high
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labor leaders and activists so that their stories would be told
and recorded for history.

Marcia was a total participant in the world around her.
She walked the wak, as well as talked the talkAlways
teaching by example, she wrote the following-eg for the
Grady High School newspaper in 2005, after a walkout by
high school students:



Protest gives more education than a day
of class ever could

My son was among the scores of Grady students V|
gt 1SR 2dzi 2F aoOKz22f¢ G2 4
AYlFdaAdzNI £ € 2y WLyd wnd | Ol
Constitution, conferences will be set up with parents of thq
who joined in this demonstration. | would welcome such
conference. Notwiolert protest, even disobedience to rules,
an honored tradition in this country. In this case, | agree W
students who participated, even at the cost of missing clas
¢KS AYyadNHzOdGA2y |yR €SI NYAY,
will make up) is far ks significant than the injuries they wi
suffer, and are suffering, under this administration. It was qu
right of them to protest against a president who underfun
their own education, who acts to diminish their opportunities
attend and finance dege, who has created fewer jobs for the
futures than any other president since the Depression, and \
insists on their becoming cannon fodder for an illegal, immd
war. Some things are important, and this protest was one
them. | am proud of alhe Grady students who participated an|
know they learned some very important life lessons by doing

Marcia Fishman

Grady parent

Felruary 2005

The Southerner ,Grady High School newspaper

Marcia epitomized a life of workinfgpr peace and social
justice.She loved and was proud of her roots, her fgnasihd
especially her son PauDespite a cancer diagnosis 6 years
ago, Marcia never slowed dow8he had a fighting spirit. She
continued to honor the ideas of peace, jobs and freedom.
Whether it was marching honor of Martin Luther King Jr. or
protesting the recent raid of the Atlanta Eagle, Marcia
was there.

Marcia Fishman was a friend to many and a loving
mother to her only son, Paul Katzmarshe was an
extraordinary person who exemplified what it meamo be
generous, kind and loving while always keeping in mind the
lives of those who were less fortunate and dedicating her life
to improving theirs. Marcia passed away on October 29,
2009. While we mourn her passing we take pride in knowing
how she pogively touched the lives of so mank.
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